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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLICATION

Small business Internship program
An extra $200 000 to help small businesses to keep up with the inevitable groundswell of the electronics industry 

Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, September 28th, 2010 - The SADC du Suroît-Sud  and the Réseau des SADC et des CAE du Québec are pleased with the announcement made last month by Industry Canada, of an additional amount of $200,000 for the Small Business Internship program (SBI) for 2010-2011.
This financing from Industry Canada includes 75 % of the postsecondary student's salary.  In these trainings, the students, between 15 and 30 years of age, who are acquainted with information technologies, will learn to enhance the business spirit and will have the chance to explore career opportunities.  The trainings will last a maximum of 420 hours spread out over 12 to 14 weeks.
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Thanks to his training period at Onixedit, Mr. Kevin Lemyre was able to increase his own knowledge by developing marketing strategies for the business that markets management programs allowing editors to transmit computerized information about books to retailers and libraries.

                                                                                                                 Monsieur Kevin Lemyre

The electronics industry: a reality

A recent CEFRIO* report indicates that an average of 1.2 million adults in Quebec made online purchases for an amount of 3.4 billion dollars in 2009.  Last year, the penetration rate increased by 33 %, even if only about 12 % of small and medium-sized Quebec businesses offered their customers the possibility of purchasing online. 
How to adhere to the SBI
To access the program, contact the SADC du Suroît-Sud at 450-370-3332 or on the web at www.sadc-suroitsud.org . Small and medium-sized businesses with less than 500 employees are eligible for the SBI.  The valid projects include, for example:  web marketing strategies, referencing, social networking, blogging and creating mailing lists.  The small and medium-sized businesses have until December 20, 2010 to hire a student.

The SADC du Suroît-Sud

The SADC du Suroît-Sud is a non-profit organization whose mission is the economic development of the Beauharnois-Salaberry and Haut-Saint-Laurent MRC'S.  The agency supports entrepreneurship through its financial aid, consulting services and business mentoring.

This initiative has been made possible through funding from Canada Economic Development.

* CEFRIO, status of Quebec electronics industry - 2009 Annual statement
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